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CONNEAUT - - A school of
promise and schools with
problems dominated discussion at
Thursday's Conneaut Board of
Education meeting.

Board members, tired of
nagging construction problems
with their new school buildings,
gave Superintendent Mary
Zappitelli the authority to file
lawsuits against responsible
parties. All contractors and the
architect behind the $46 million
project, GPD of Akron, could be
included in any litigation.

The board also empowered
Zappitelli to hire other contractors
to make all necessary repairs to the
buildings. Lawsuits would recoup
the cost of those repairs. The
district has already retained an
attorney, David Riley of Akron,
who specializes in construction-
related litigation.

"The board has lost it's
patience," said Nicholas Iarocci,
board president. "We have
collective egg on our faces. We're
disgusted. These folks, including
the architect, just don't get it."

At issue are repair problems

detected soon after the buildings
opened but have not been
satisfactorily resolved. Roof
leaks, faulty windows, inferior
concrete and some heating
concerns have bedeviled the
district for many months.

Even though the board vote
makes litigation an option, the
district hopes to resolve the
problem without going to court. A
report on the problems is being
compiled, and when finished a
meeting will be held to discuss
options.

That meeting could include
Riley and a special representative
from the Ohio School Facilities
Commission, a state panel which
provided the bulk of the money
used in the district's historic
building project.

"(The board action) puts the
wheels in place," Zappitelli said.
"If we go with litigation, we have
the necessary paperwork in
place."

Pursuing the matter via a
private attorney would get quicker
results but involve legal fees, the
board learned. The OSFC has
assigned offered to assist at no
cost, but the process would take
more time.

The Conneaut Area City
Schools was the first in
Ashtabula County to
participate in a program now
commonplace around the
area. The program uses
OSFC money and a local
contribution traditionally
raised through levies, to
improve school buildings.

In Conneaut, the overhaul
was dramatic. Three new
schools - - Gateway
Elementary, Lakeshore
Primary and Conneaut
Middle - - were built through
the program. Conneaut
High School was enlarged
and renovated. Four old
schools made obsolete by
the program were
demolished.

Gateway and CMS opened
in 2004, Lakeshore one year
later.

When the buildings were
being designed, consultants
pushed the concept of "value
engineering" to accomplish
the same results at a cheaper
cost. "Value engineering
doesn't mean lesser quality,"
said board member John
Specht.


