Corners being
cut in school
construction?
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In koking o save a few dollars, has the Ohio School
Facilities Commisson allowed shoddy constiuction at pubslic
schools to become the standard. rather than the exception?
Sorne feel that is indesd the case.

“They’re irying o =ve a buck by hinng the cheapest labor
and it s not only causing facility problems . but cosling the state
move money in repairs.” sid Calvin Jeffersen of BMA Media.
who serves as spokesman for the Ohic Corstruction Coalition.

Created in 1997, the facilities commission “provides fund-
ing. management cversight and techaical assistmnce to local
schoals for construction and renovation of schoel facilities”
sccording o the commission’s Wab =ite,

With the inception of
the commission. school 5 ; ;
districis no longer had o WIFI‘I the |n:'ept||:!n.qfthe
hire contracioss who pay  Ohio School Facilities
prevailing wage.  Commission, school
ﬁgﬁ 3:; Eﬁgﬂ;;-l districts no longer had to
requiire the hired conlrac- hi e EFI!'I[FM[DFS who pay
toes and scheol distictts prevailing wame.

adopt o “responsible
contractor policy.” |
Jefferson anid.

A drug-free workplace, employee benefits, insumnce stip-
ulaticns and references may all be required by a school distrct
= part of a reaponsible contracting code. Deciding code can
b a way for a achool district to use factors other than cheap-
et lnbor when choesing a contmetor, Jeffeson sid.

A multi-craft labor management group, the Ohic
Construction Coalition has randemly investigated 32 districts
that bave recently had constmction projects thiough the facil-
ities comimdssion. According to Jefferson. construction prob-
lerns were found in all 32 dizticts — problems Jefferson said
cotld have been avoided if the school districts were abde o
hire better-quality workers.

“These were just random schools that were chosen. Give us
another year and we’ll find 32 more schools with the same
problems — and 32 each year after that until semething is
changed.” Jefferson sid.

While State Rep. limmy Stewart, R-Athens, anid he does
not oppose the idea of the facilities commission. he said he
does find there o be a senous problem with the construction
of local schoolks.

“Throughout my district and throughout the state of Chio,
= new schools are bl many suffer from senous construc-
tion problems. I've seen mofs that leak and patches on top of
patches " Stewart anid.

(Continued on page A-8)

Quality of school construction at issue

{Continued from page A-1)

Touring  many  schools
thicughout  the 92nd Dhstoct.
Stewart said he has seen problens
in the Meigs Southem. Fort Frye.
Morgan  County  and  Athens
Counfy schools.

“We've spent o kot of money
on achools, but if ir's not quality
construction then it could be a
multi-billicn-dollar disaster”
Srewart 2aid.

According to Stewart, part of
the problem could be that many
contrctors hie out-of-stata sub-
contractors for work on local
schools. Withowt the kocal ties, the
warkers might not feel as pason-

ally mspormbl o0 0 poject as
they woul if they lived near the
schoal, Stewart 2aid. Hiring kecal
workers can be part of o EsporE-
ble  contracting  agresment,
Jefferson said.

In Athers Counfy. Stewart gaid
Alexander Local School District
has emxpenenced some problems
with sub-standard construction on
iz facility that opened in 2004,

“We've had problems with the
roof that had o do with the quali-
ty of work that was done”
Alenander Supt. Bob By said.

Bray said he could net specifi-
cally blame problens with the
leaking ool on issues of low

wages of out-of-state workers, but
he did say that all preblems resuli-
ed from a low standad of work by
the contrciors,

Stewart anid he would like 1o
see more irvestgation of the con-
stpuction problems at the state
level.

Jefferscn =aid  he  mrned
Columbuz News Channel 10 onie
the problm two monte ago The
atntion will air the findings of it can
imestigaion on Monday at & pm
The pregmm is expecid o katue
theee  school  districts in e
Columbuz aea that hove expedenced

hlene with consncion.
ey ath
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