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RULH School Board upset

Construction progress stalled

By WADE LINVILLE
Associate Editor

RIPLEY - The Ripley-Union-Lewis-Huntington Board of
Education seemed discouraged during the July 19 meeting with
the lack of progress being made by Ruscilli Construction to
complete the new schools.

Ruscilli Construction was selected by the Ohio School
Facilities Commission to oversee the construction of the new
RULH Middle School and Elementary School, as the school
district received funding from the OSFC toward the majority of
the costs associated with the building of the new facilities and
the rehabilitation of the high school facility.

According to RULH Board president Bob Carpenter, the
schools were expected to be completed in April, but Ruscilli
continues to delay completing the "punch out" list at the new
facilities to finalize the construction process.

Lack of contact with contractors has been one main
concern with the school district.

"Since January, when we moved into the buildings, it
seems as though everything has come to a screeching halt," said
Carpenter.

"You're totally right Bob (Carpenter)," said the RULH
Facility Maintenance Supervisor Dick Zurbuch. "It seems like
you can't find anybody."

Zurbuch said that contractors will be there at least two
more months completing the amount of work they have left to
finish the schools.

Carpenter asked Zurbuch if Ruscilli seemed to be
managing things the way they are supposed to be managed with
the completion of the new buildings.

"It doesn't make any sense to me. When they first came
here, Bob, they had a person for each project. They had a person
for the middle school and they had a guy at the elementary.
Now this one guy has these three projects (for RULH schools),
a closing on Bethel, a closing on Felicity and he's working five
projects," said Zurbuch. "I think the push, the drive that Ruscilli
had, has just gone out the window."

"It seems like the only thing you get done is screaming and
calling on phones," he said. "It's a big, vicious circle."

Zurbuch said that the HVAC system in the new middle
school does not seem to be running at its potential, resulting in
higher utility bills for the school district.

"You see the utility bills. The utility bills shouldn't be this
(high)," he said. "They're still not running at their potential.
You're not going to see a drastic savings. You're not going to
see a $5,000 cut in one school, but you should see $1,000 or
$2,000 when they start running right."

"This thing (final phase of building completion) seems like
it has just slowed down now," said Carpenter.

"It has," said Zurbuch. "The contractors are telling us
there's no push and the push can only come from Ruscilli
because they have the leverage to push it. They are the ones, or
the (RULH School) District, to say 'we won't take it.""

Zurbuch said he has come across components in the
building that were overlooked and not hooked up.

"We found two diffusers that aren't even hooked up in the
elementary," said Zurbuch. "Ten years from now would
somebody have caught that? Maybe, if they were up in the
ceiling and took the pads out. We just stumbled across it and
found it."

At the request of Oborn, the board made a motion
demanding a representative from Ruscilli attend the next school
board meeting to discuss the lack of progress being made on the
completion of the schools.

"I would like a motion from this board ordering Ruscilli to
be at the next board meeting," said Oborn.

The motion was approved and Ruscilli will be contacted
and required to attend the next RULH School Board meeting.

RULH isn't the only school district in the area having
problems with the construction of their new schools. Bethel -
Tate School District is currently installing insulation in a large
portion of the roof over the gymnasium at their new high school
because the contractors forgot to install insulation when the
school was constructed.



